
What should we know 
about education system in 

the United Kingdom?



School Grades in the 
United Kingdom

• Nursery (from age 0 to 4)
• Primary School (from age 4 to 11)
• Secondary School (from age 11 to 16)
• Sixth Form/College (from age 16 to 18)
• Education is compulsory from the age of 4 to 16



Nursery School
• Children between the age of 3-5 years
• Educational play/early education
• Simple curiculum 
• Fully funded by the goverment 
• FS1 – first year of the foundation education



There are three 
Types of Schools:

▪ State Schools: Free to all children
▪ Private/Public Schools: Necessary to pay
▪ Grammar Schools: Normally single sex 

schools where children must pass an exam 
aged 11 to attend.



Primary School
• First stage of compulsory education
• Funded by a church/goverment 
• Infant school/ 4-7  years
• Junior school/ 7-11 years



Secondary School
• Final stage of compulsory education
• Usual age: 10 to 16 years
• Year 10-11 students undertake their GCSEs 

(general certificate of secondary education)



A promenade dance, commonly called a prom, is a 
dance party of high school students. It may be offered 
in semi-formal black tie or informal suit for boys, 
with dresses for girls. This event is typically held near 
the end of the senior year (the last year of high school).

Prom



Prom
Gentlemen, you are expected 
to wear formal attire. Formal prom attire 
may be classified as a tuxedo or dress suit, 
including a tie or bow tie, a dress shirt, 
which may include a vest or cummerbund, 
and dress shoes. Shirts are to be worn at 
all times.

Ladies, many girls wear ballroom style 
dresses. A common type is floor length 

gowns. Wear something that you would be 
comfortable in for the night. As for shoes, 

you do not have to wear high heels.



Sixth Form
• Final 2 (optional) years of secondary school
• 16-18 year old students
• Lower sixth – Year 12
• Upper/senior sixth form- Year 13
• More than 90% students in the UK currently 

attend sixth form



College
• Can either be a secondary school, offer vocational 

education or a tertiary educational system
• FE college (further education college): provides adult 

education e.g. vocational courses
• Sometimes offer A-Levels (mainly within a sixth form)



University 
• Institution of higher/tertiary education or research
• Variety of academic degrees
• Undergraduate and postgraduate degrees (bachelor and master)
• Annual fees has increased (£9000+ max)
• One degree at a time
• Different types of universities e.g. collegiate, single based etc.
• 21,000 students attend Oxford (world famous university)



Thanks for the 
time allotted!
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